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This is a grammar book for begi nn i ng  
to  low- intermediate students of  Engl ish .  
There are 113 un its i n  the book, and each 
un i t  is about a different poi n t  of Engl ish 
grammar. There is a l ist of un its at 
the begi nn i ng of the book (Contents). 

Contents 
Acknowledgements vii 

To theStudent viii 
To theTeacher x 
lnteractive ebook 

Present 
1 iitm/isf;;.re 
2 am/is/are (questions) 
3 lamdoinJ (presentcontinuous) 

Do not study a l l  the un its in order from 
begi nn ing to end. It is better to choose 
the un its that you need to do. For 
example, i f  you have a problem with the 
present perfect (I have been, he has done, 
etc.), study Un its 16-19. 

4 are you doing? (presem continuous questions) 
5 I do/work/like, etc (simp� present) 
6 I don't ... (simple present negative) 
7 Doyou • • •  ? (simplepresent questions) 
8 I am doing (present continuous) and I do (simple present) 
9 I have • . .  and I've got ... 

Use the Contents or the Index (at the 
back of the book) to find the un i t  
(or  un i ts) that you need. 

Pt:lst 

call 111C can/can't 28 care (tak�ca reof) ll1A co:
_
)ra���

8
�old er I more "�<�nsi�e. conditiona/[ij __ _) 

if/do ... 97 
if/did ... 98 conjr.mctions 95_98 a nd!but /or/so/buau;e 95 ifh�"j!:':/t·e/whil e/after/umi/ 96 co��ue f{;;tinue to ... 0, con�nue co�!���;��·) (s��:��:'4- I'm. it5. cou/dfcol.lldn't lBC-O '--�-�.;...�c:::::::__�k����;;:::__c":��:���" '�'"o"countnouns 

If you are not sure 
which un its you 
need to study, use 
the Study Guide 
at the back of the 
book. 
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Each un i t  is two pages. 
The information is on 
the left-hand page and 
the exercises are on the 
right: 

Study the left-hand page 
( i nformation ), and then 
do the exercises on the 
right-hand page. 

"""'- '""""" .... � ...... Jonao-
.... _,,. ... _ ., __ .,.,,,. «'M-+'"'M"""' 
··� 

Use the Answer Key to check your answers. The 
Answer Key i s on pages 270-296. 

Study the left-hand page aga in if necessary. 

Don't forget the seven Appendixes at 
the back of the book (pages 229-237). 

These wi l l  give you information about 
active and passive forms, i rregu lar 
verbs, short forms, spel l i ng, and 
phrasal verbs. 

There are also Additional 
Exercises at the back of the book 
(pages 238-256). 

There is a l ist of these exercises 
on page 238. 
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The most important features of th is  book are: 
0 It is a grammar book. It does not deal with other aspects of the language. 
0 It is for begi nn i ng to low- intermediate students of Engl ish .  It does not cover areas of gram mar which are 

not normal ly taught at begi nn i ng and low- intermediate levels. 
0 It is a reference book with exercises. It is not a course book and is not organ ized progressively. 
0 It is addressed to learners and in tended for self-study. 

Organ ization of the book 

There are 113 un its in the book, each one focus ing on a particular area of grammar. The material is organ ized 
in grammatical categories, such as tenses, quest ions, and articles. U n its are not ordered accord ing to difficul ty, 
and should therefore be selected and used i n  the order appropriate for the learner(s). The book should not 
be worked through from begi nn i ng to end. The un its are l isted i n  the Contents, and there is a comprehensive 
Index at the end of the book. 

Each un i t  has the same format consist ing of two facing pages. The grammar poi nt  is presented and expla i ned 
on the left-hand page and the corresponding exercises are on the right. There are seven Appendixes (pages 
229-237) deal ing with active and passive forms, i rregular verbs, short forms (contractions), spel l i ng, and phrasal 
verbs. It m ight be usefu l for teachers to draw students' attent ion to these. 

At the back of the book there is a set of Additional Exercises (pages 238-256). These exercises prov ide "m ixed" 
practice br inging together grammar poi nts from a number of different un its (especia l ly those concern ing verb 
forms). There are 35 exercises i n  th is  section, and there is a fu l l  l ist on page 238. 

Also at the back of the book t.here is a Study Guide to help students decide which un its to study - see page 257. 

F ina l ly, there is an Answer Key (pages 270-296) for students to check thei r answers to a l l  the exercises i n  the 
book. An edit ion without the Study Guide and Answer Key i s  ava i lab le for teachers who would prefer i t  for 
their students. 

Level 

The book is for begi nn i ng learners, i .e., learners with very l i tt le Engl ish, but not complete begi n ners. It is 
intended mai n ly for begi n n ing students who are beyond the early stages of a begi nners' course. It cou ld also 
be used by low- in termediate learners whose gram mar is weaker than other aspects of their Engl ish or who 
have problems with part icular areas of basic grammar. 

The exp lanations are addressed to the begi n n ing learner and are therefore as s imp le  and as short as possi b le. 
The vocabulary used in the examp les and exercises has also been restricted so that the book can be used at 
th is level .  

Using the book 

The book can be used by students working a lone (see To the Student) or as supplementary course materia l .  In 
e ither case the book can serve as a begi nn i ng  grammar book. 

When used as course material, the book can be used for immediate conso l idat ion or for later rev iew or 
remedial work. It m ight be used by the whole class or by i nd iv idual students needi ng extra he lp and practice. 

In some cases it may be desirable to use the left-hand pages (presentation and exp lanat ion) in class, but it 
should be noted that these have been wri tten for i ndiv idual study and reference. In most cases, i t  would 
probably be better for teachers to present the grammar po int  i n  the ir  preferred way with the exercises bei ng 
done for homework. The left-hand page is then ava i lab le for later reference by the student. 

Some teachers may prefer to keep the book for rev iew and remedial work. I n  this case, i ndiv idual students or 
groups of students can be di rected to the appropriate un its for self-study and practice. 
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You can buy th is book with or without an ebook. The ebook has the same grammar exp lanations and 
exercises as the book. 

Using the ebook 

You can use your ebook on an i Pad, Android tablet, PC or Mac. 

Using your ebook you can: 

0 
t> 

-

Listen to 
examples 

Highlight 
text 

How to get your ebook 

Save your 
answers 

Bookmark 
pages 

Fo l low the instructions on the inside front cover of th is  book. 

Make 
notes 

Use the 
dictionary 
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( �� My name is Anna. � 

My father is a doctor, and 
my mother is a journal ist. 

Affirmative Negative 

I am (I'm) I am not 

he (he's) he 
she is (she's) she is not 

it ( i t's) i t  

we (we're) we 
you are (you're) you are not 
they (they're) they 

'------v-----' 

ANNA 

(I'm not) 

(he's not 
(she's not 
( i t's not 

(we're not 
(you're not 
(they're not 

My favorite co lor is bl ue. 

or 
or 
or 

or 
or 
or 

My favorite sports are 
tenn i s  and swimm ing. 

he isn't) 
she isn't) 
it  isn't) 

we aren't) 
you aren't) 
they aren't) 

short form short forms 

0 I'm ti red, but I'm not hungry. 
0 I'm 32 years old. My sister is 29. 

0 Alex is scared of dogs. 
0 jane is Austra l ian .  She isn't American. 
0 These Aowers are n ice, and they aren't expensive. 
0 I t 's 1 0:00. You're late aga in .  
0 I'm cold .  Can I close the window? 

0 james isn't a teacher. He's a student. 
0 Anna and I are good friends. 
0 Paris is a beautifu l  city. 

0 Our house is near downtown. 
0 Tom isn't here. He's at work. 
0 Your keys are on the table. 

We say it's hot/warm/co ld/sunny/dark, etc. 
0 It's sunny today, but it isn't warm. 

that's = that is there's = there is here's = here is 

0 Thank you. That's very n ice of you. 
0 Look! There's Ch ris. 
0 "Here's your key." "Thank you:' 

J I'm scared of dogs.) 
Woof HH 

am/is/are (questions) � Unit 2 there is/are � Unit 35 it's . . .  � Unit 37 a/an � Unit 63 

2 (at) home � Unit 106 short forms � Appendix 4 
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Exercises 
Write the short form (she's I we aren't, etc.) . 

she is !?h�'!:L 3 it is not 
2 they are 4 that is 

Write am, is, or are. 

5 I am not 
6 you are not 

The weather j(? . . . . . .  n i ce today. 5 Look! There Rachel .  
2 I not r ich. 6 My brother and I good tenn i s  p layers. 
3 This bag very heavy. 7 Amy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  at home. Her ch i ldren at school . 
4 These bags very heavy. 8 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a taxi driver. My sister a nurse. 

Complete the sentences. 

1 Matt is sick. H�'(? in bed. 
2 I 'm not hungry, but th i rsty. 
3 Mr. Thomas is a very o ld man. 98. 

4 These chairs aren't beautiful , but . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  comfortable. 
5 The weather is n ice today. warm and sunny. 
6 " late:' "No, I 'm not. I 'm early!" 
7 Catheri ne isn't at home. at work. 
8 " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  your coat." "Oh, thank you very much:' 

Look at Anna's sentences i n  1 A. Now write sentences about yourself. 

1 (name?) My 5 (favorite co lor or co lors?) 
2 (age?) I My . . .  
3 (from?) I .  6 ( i nterested i n  . . .  ?) 
4 (job?) I .  

Write sentences for the pictures. Use: 

( angry cold hot hungry scared 

1 $h�'!:ithir(?ty, 

2 They 
3 He 
4 

5 
6 

Write true sentences, affirmative or negative. Use is/ isn't or are/aren't 

1 ( i t  I hot today) lti(?n'th9ttQ/:lgy, or .. Jt'(?h9ttQt:Jgy. 

2 ( i t  I windy today) It . . .  
3 (my hands I co ld) 
4 (Braz i l / a very big country) 
5 (diamonds I cheap) 
6 (Quebec I in the Un i ted States) 

Write true sentences, affirmative or negative. Use I 'm / I'm not 

7 (t i red) J'mtir�t:l. or . l'mnPHir�?l. . 

8 (hungry) 
9 ( in  bed) 

10 ( interested in pol it ics) 

� Additional exercise 1 (page 238) 3 
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Affirmative Question A What's your name7) 
� I am am I ?  

he he7 A Are you married?) 
( No, I'm not.)t she is 

i t  
is she? 

i t? "'(_H _o_w_ o-ld-ar_e_y_o_u"""""?) 
we we? "'(Are you a student?) 

� 
you are 
they 

are you? 
they? 

0 "Am I late?" "No, you're on t ime:' 
0 "Is your mother home?" "No, she's out." 
0 "Are your parents home?" "No, they're out:' 
0 "Is it cold in your room?" "Yes, a l i tt le b it:' 
0 Your shoes are n ice. Are they new? 

We say: 
0 Is she home? I Is your mother home? (not Is home your mother?) 
0 Are they new? I Are your shoes new? (not Are new your shoes?) 

Where . . .  ? I What . . .  ? I Who . . . ? I How . . .  ? I Why . . . ? 
0 Where is your mother? Is she home? 
0 "Where are you from?" "Canada." 
0 "What color is your car?" " It 's red." 
0 "How old is Joe?" "He's 24:' 

0 "How are your parents?" "They're fi ne:' 
0 These shoes are n ice. How much are they? 
0 This hotel isn't very good. Why is it so expensive? 

what's = what is who's = who is how's = how is where's = where is 
0 What's your phone number? 0 Who's that man? 
0 Where's Emi ly? 0 How's your father? 

Short answers 

I am. I 'm 

he he's 
she is. she's 

Yes, it No, it's not. or 

we we're 
No, 

you are. you're 
they they're 

0 "Are you ti red?" "Yes, I am." 

0 "Are you hungry?" "No, I'm not, but I'm th i rstY:' 
0 "Is your friend Japanese?" "Yes, he is." 
0 "Are these your keys?" "Yes, they are." 
0 "That's my seat:' "No, it isn't." 

he 
she 
i t  

we 
you 
they 

isn't. 

aren't. 

( am/is/are � Unit 1 questions � Unit 42 what/which/how � Unit 45 (at) home � Unit 106 
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Exercises 
Find the right answers for the questions. 

Where's the camera7 A Toronto. 1 c; . 
2 Is your car bl ue7 B No, I 'm not. 2 
3 Is N icole from London? c Yes, you are. 3 
4 Am I late? D My sister. 4 

5 Where's Megan from? E B lack. 5 
6 What color is your bag? F No, i t's b lack. 6 
7 Are you hungry? G I n  your bag. 7 
8 How is Ch ristopher? H No, she's American. 8 
9 Who's that woman? F ine. 9 

Make questions with these words. 

1 (is I home I your mother) 
2 (your parents I are I how) 
3 ( interest ing I is I your job) 
4 (the stores I are I open today) 
5 (from I where I you I are) 

l�yqprmPtht::rh9mt:: .. 

...... H9w..?lrt:: Y9Prp?lrt::nt!? ..... 
. ···-···-······ ··········· -· ? 

. .. .... ? 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  ? 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ? 

6 ( in terested in sports I you I are) 
7 (is I near here I the tra in  stat ion) 
8 (at school I are I your ch i ldren) 
9 (you I are I late I why) 

-·-· ··-··-·-·-·-·-·------·-·---·--·-·----·--·-····-·----····-· ? .. . . . . . . . . .... .. . ......... ? 
.. · ·-· · · · ····-- ···· ? 

··-·-·-·-·-·-· -··---·-·-·--·-· ····· · ···--······--·-·--·-·······-········· ? 
7 ..... . . . . ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .... . ................. . . .... .. . . • •. . . • ........................... . . . . . . . . . • . • • . • •..• ..................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 

Complete the questions. Use What . . .  I Who . . . I Where . . .  I How . . . . 

"�--------------------------� �----_J4 
..... ............... ........................ H9W..!il.n:L ... your ch i ldren? 

2 . .. .  . .. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . the bus stop? 
3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  your  ch i ldren? 
4 . . . . . . . . .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  these oranges? 
5 . . . . . ....... your favorite sport? 
6 ... . . . ........... the man i n  th is photo? 
7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .......... . . ...... . . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . ... ............................. your new shoes? 

Write the questions. 

1 (name 7) Wh<:it'�yqprn-'imt::? 
2 (Austra l ian?) 
3 (how old7) 
4 (a teacher7) 
5 (married?) 
6 (wife a lawyer7) 
7 (from?) 
8 (her name?) 
9 (how old?) 

Write short answers (Yes, I am. I No, he isn't., etc.). 

1 Are you married? Nq, I 'm IJQ:t.. 4 Are your hands cold? 
2 Are you th i rsty? 5 Is it dark now? 
3 I s  i t  co ld today? 6 Are you a teacher7 

-+ Additional exercises 1 -2 (pages 238-239) 

They're fi ne. 
At the end of the block. 
Five, s ix, and ten. 
$1.50 a pound. 
Ski i ng. 
That's my father. 
B lack. 

ERIC 

Eric. 
No, I 'm Canadian. 
I 'm 30. 
No, I'm a lawyer. 
Yes, I am. 
No, she's a teacher. 
She's from Mexico. 
Ana. 
She's 27. 
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L\ 
She's eating. It's rain ing. 
She isn't reading. The sun isn't shining. 

The present continuous is : 
am/is/are + doing/eating/runn ing/writing. etc. 

I 

he 

am (not) 0 I 'm working. I 'm not watching TV. 

0 Maria is reading a newspaper. 

They're running. 
They aren't walking. 

she is (not) 
it -ing 

0 She isn't eating. (or She's not eating.) 
0 The bus is coming. 

we 0 We're having d inner. 
you are (not) 0 You're not l istening to me. (or You aren't l istening . . . ) 

0 The ch i ldren are doing the ir  homework. they 

am/is/are + -ing = someth ing is happen ing now: 

past 

I 'm working 
she's wearing a hat 

they're playing baseba l l  
I 'm not watching TV 

now 

0 Please be qu iet. I 'm working. (= I 'm worki ng now) 
0 Look, there's Sarah. She's wearing a brown coat. ( = she is  wear ing i t  now) 
0 The weather i s  n ice. It 's not raining. 
0 "Where are the ch i ldren?" "They're playing i n  the park." 
0 (on the phone) We're having d inner now. Can I cal l  you later? 
0 You can turn off the TV. I 'm not watching it. 

For spel l i ng, see Appendix 5. 

come � coming 
run � runn ing 
l ie � lyi ng 

write � writing dance � dancing 
sit � sitti ng swim � swimming 

am/is/are -+ Unit 1 are you doing? (questions) -+ Unit 4 I am doing and I do -+ Unit 8 
6 What are you doing tomorrow? -+ Unit 24 
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Exercises 
What are these people doing? Use these verbs to complete the sentences: 

(-eM- have lie play sit wait ) 

1 . . . . .  $he;:'�e;:,gting . .  an apple. 
2 He 

4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .. on the floor. 
for a bus. 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  breakfast. 

3 They soccer. 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  on the table. 

Complete the sentences. Use these verbs: 

( build cook leave stand 

1 Please be quiet. I 'rnwPrking . 

stay swim take -wef'k. ) 
2 "Where's John?" "He's i n  the kitchen. He . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
3 "You on my foot." "Oh, I 'm sorry." 
4 Look! Somebody i n  the river. 
5 We're here on vacation. We . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  at a hotel on the beach. 
6 "Where's Sue?" "She . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a shower." 
7 They . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  a new hotel downtown. 
8 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  now. Goodbye! 

Look at the picture. Write sentences about jane. Use She's -ing or She isn't -ing. 

1 (have d inner) J,gne::J!?r(thiilY.ing f!inncr, 
2 (watch TV) $he:::�wiilk9hingTY, 
3 (sit on the floor) She . 
4 (read a book) 
5 (play the piano) . 

6 ( laugh) 
7 (wear a hat) 

JANE 8 (dri nk coffee) 

What's happen ing now? Write true sentences. 

1 (I I wash I my hair) JrnmtWE,l�hingmyh,gir, 
2 ( it 1 snow) It:!? �nqwing . . . .  or It i�n't �mwing. . 
3 (I I s it I on a chair) 
4 ( I  I eat) 
5 (it I rain )  
6 (I I study I Engl ish) 
7 (I I l i sten I to music) 
8 (the sun I sh i ne) 
9 ( I  I wear I shoes) 

10 (I I read I a newspaper) 
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Affirmative Question 

I am am I 

he doing he doing? 
she is working is she working? 

i t  going i t  going? 

we staying, we staying?, 

you are etc. are you 
they they 

0 "Are you feeling OK?" "Yes, I 'm fine, thanks." 
0 "Is i t rain ing?" "Yes, take an umbre l la:' 
0 Why are you wearing a coat? It 's not cold. 

etc. 

0 "What's Eric doing?" "He's studying for his exams:' 
0 "What are the ch i ldren doing?" "They're watching TV:' 
0 Look, there's Emi ly! Where's she going? 
0 Who are you waiting for? Are you waiting for Sue? 

Study the word order: 

is/are + subject + -ing 

Is he working today? 
Is Ben working today? (not I s  worki ng Ben today?) 

Where are they going? 
Where are those people going? (not Where are going those people?) 

Short answers 

I am. I 'm 

he he's 
she is. she's 

Yes, i t  No, i t's 

we we're 

you are. you're 

they they're 

0 "Are you leaving now?" "Yes, I am." 
0 "Is Ben working today?" "Yes, he is." 
0 "Is it rain ing?" "No, it isn't." 

he 
she 
i t  

not. or N o, 
we 
you 
they 

isn't. 

aren't. 

0 "Are your friends staying at a hotel?" "No, they aren't. They're stay ing with me." 

8 I am doing � Unit 3 What are you doing tomorrow? � Unit 24 questions � Units 42-45 
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